
person, e.g. truthful, frank, discrete versus dishonest, deceptive, blunt) or PROPRIETY,
e.g. good, fair, polite versus bad, unfair, rude (how well a person’s ethics match
those of the culture).

2.1.3 Appreciation

Communication of aesthetic evaluations are instances of APPRECIATION, which is
concerned with the different ways we evaluate all things, including man-made
objects, performances and natural phenomena. Appreciations are classified as either
REACTIONs, assessments of COMPOSITION, or VALUATION of the thing in question. The
three types of appreciation may be thought of as levels in a cline of sophistication:
reaction being instinctive appreciation, composition being perceptive appreciation
and valuation being cognitive appreciation.

Reactions are with respect to the thing’s IMPACT (e.g. engaging, exciting, lively
versus tedious, ascetic, dull) or QUALITY (e.g. good, lovely, welcome versus nasty,
plain, off-putting), whereas assessment of composition is concerned with BALANCE

(e.g. unified, shapely, consistent versus discordant, flawed, uneven) or COMPLEXITY

(e.g. simple, precise versus simplistic, wooly). VALUATION describes the worth of
something (e.g. profound, creative, priceless versus shallow, everyday, pricey), but
Martin and White (2005) point out that the instances of this class are often
dependent on the field of discourse (affected by aspects such as its participants,
process and circumstance) because the supposed value of a thing is variable from
register to register.

AFFECT

INCLINATION [desire, fear]

HAPPINESS [happy, sad]

SECURITY [confident, anxious]

SATISFACTION [pleased, angry]

JUDGEMENT

ESTEEM

SANCTION

NORMALITY [fortunate, hapless]

CAPACITY [powerful, weak]

VERACITY [truthful, dishonest]

PROPRIETY [ethical, immoral]

TENACITY [resolute, reckless]

APPRECIATION

REACTION

COMPOSITION

VALUATION (profound, shallow)

IMPACT [exciting, tedious]

QUALITY [good, nasty]

BALANCE [unified, discordant]

COMPLEXITY [simple, simplistic]

POSITIVE

NEGATIVE

Fig. 2 The ATTITUDE subsystem
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